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Aim:
ENGLAND

e How working in partnership is key to delivering
landscape-Scale projects (Wetland Vision) in the
Humberhead Levels

e How the partnership through Wetland Vision is helping the
Humberhead Peatlands NNR to achieve favourable
condition.

e How Wetland Vision was the catalyst for the partnership to
develop landscape-scale plans in the Humberhead Levels.
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Partnership Structure
ENGLAND

Humberhead Levels
Executive &

Project Officer
1 1
Wetland Vision Isle of Axholme Project
Steering Group Conservation Development &
Working Group Funding Working

Group




Partners

Natural England (lead partner)
Environment Agency

English Heritage

North Lincolnshire Council
Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council
RSPB

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust
Internal Drainage Boards

East Riding of Yorkshire Council

ENGLAND



Inspiring landscapes Humberhead
and vibrant communities Levels

in a changing climate ’7[,\\\‘\! Partnership

To create an internationally renowned, unique wetland
landscape, supporting thriving communities and wildlife




The Humberhead Levels Partnership
Aims

ENGLAND
Support local and regional economies
Deliver sustainable land and water
management to mitigate the effects of
climate change

‘Promote the Humberhead Levels as an
‘outdoor classroom’

‘Raise the profile of the Partnership



Background:
ENGLAND

« Humberhead Levels NCA — 2000 sg km

« 6300 ha of peat in Humberhead Levels

« 3,300 ha — Humberhead Peatlands National Nature Reserve
 Remaining underlying peat is farmed — grade 1 agricultural land

« Cropping patterns - relatively high presence of potatoes, field
vegetables and salads.

 lrrigation and pump drainage

« Restoration of areas to floodplain and fen lagg, with some wet
grassland, including flood storage



Humberhead Peatlands NNR Conservation
Objectives

e NNR - degraded peat bog due to
commercial peat extraction

e Restore & maintain lowland raised
mire over greater part of the NNR

e Maintain & develop full range of
habitats: raised mire, poor fen,
wet woodland, open water, wet
heath

e Maintain/enhance the population
of nightjar in & around the NNR

e Develop active wider area
programme to support nature
conservation objectives of the site




Humberhead Levels Wetland Vision
Scheme ENGLAND




Humberhead Levels Wetland Vision

Scheme ENGLAND

Offered £592,000 over 2 years bringing in additional
£1,011,804 match funding from partners for landscape-scale
wetland creation/restoration

Projects - 7 land acquisitions for habitat creation, 1 habitat
creation project and the appointment of 2 2 project officer
posts

Created & restored 165 hectares of wetland BAP habitat
(28.4 directly around the NNR) helping to create a
buffer zone



Wetland Vision Project Officers

The project officers
role was to:

-Meet farmers and
landowners promoting the
HLS.

-Hold farm demonstration
events

- Work closely with NE
land management teams
to ensure strategic
targeting of HLS




The Humberhead Levels Natural and Recreational Assets
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Outcomes for Humberhead Peatlands
NNR ENGLAND

Increase in land ownership to buffer and ensure better
results for SSSI condition

Reducing amount of intensively managed land directly
adjoining the NNR

Encouraged farmers to join HLS particularly where land was
unsuitable for crops

Sharing of knowledge and expertise — range of partners
RSPB/EA/Burnet Trust/YWT/LWT/NWT



What of The Future?

ENGLAND
e Wetland Vision has provided a strong platform to build on

by helping the partners to deliver projects on the ground.

e Inspired the development of plans to do more around the
biodiversity opportunity areas - Humberhead Peatlands &
nearby Inner Humber, Lower Trent — workshops held/new
project delivery plan created

e Potential to apply for various funding schemes as a package
i.e. Local Nature Partnerships, Nature Improvement Areas,
HLF & WFD






NATURAL

Thank Youl!

sue.plaxton@naturalengland.org.uk




