
Chris Dean, 

Moors for the Future Partnership

large scale and innovative upland 

co-ordination 



Welcome to the Innovative Big society of peatland restoration

ñif we want to save the Earth then lets start on the Bogò



M
o

o
rs

 f
o

r 
th

e
 F

u
tu

re
 P

a
rt

n
e
rs

h
ip

Implementation Science & Evidence Awareness RaisingStakeholder Involvement

Moors for the Future

Innovation and co-ordination-

Åpersuading people to do stuff

Åfinding out how to do stuff properly

Åselling our wonderful world view of our Pennine Peat landscape



Moors for the Future

Contributing Partners
Co-ordination Innovation?

Å Peak District National Park Authority*

Å Natural England

Å Environment Agency

Å National Trust

Å United Utilities

Å Yorkshire Water

Å Severn Trent Water

Å Derbyshire County Council

Å RSPB

Å Heritage Lottery Fund

Å EU Commission

Å Defra

Å English Heritage

Å EU Leader Programme

Å Co-operative Foundation



Audit of information for the Bamford WTW Catchment

Two elements:

An audit of available information / data 

that affect water colour/run-off within the 

Bamford WTW catchment

Survey of peat depth across moorlands 

in the catchment

Innovative Business development

Efficient use of public funds





Summer Fires



Fire Operations group Innovation



History of atmospheric pollution i.e. 

high heavy metal content

No seed bank
Extremely Acidic  ph2.8 ï3.5

Bare Peat post fire will not naturally regenerate

Innovative legacy resolution?

Grazing innovation (work in progress?)



Peak District Blanket Bog
The most degraded upland peat anywhere in Europe following 200 

years of atmospheric pollution and fire damage.

Black Hill 2005



Moors for the Future ïlandscape scale 

restoration starting in 2002ééé.

Black Hill 2008



é.but still significant erosion to 

overcomeé..

Woodhead estate, Bleaklow Mooré.Today

Innovation of persistance, the job is not done!



Horticultural Innovation



Sphagnum Project 

Horticultural Innovation

Restoration of the Bog surface



Equipment Innovation



Equipment Innovation



Conservation Plan Project

Financial innovation



MoorLIFE

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/compilations/documents/natcompilation08.pdf

Inside PDNP 497 Ha 

approximately £4.5 million

Outside PDNP 358 Ha 

approximately £1.2 million

United Utilities £504k

Yorkshire Water £415k

Natural England £208k

National Trust £209k

Environment Agency £88k

Financial innovation

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/compilations/documents/natcompilation08.pdf






MFF Research

ÅRepresent the interests of our partnership

ÅPositioned between practitioners and academia

ÅVery broad research remit ïnatural and social 

sciences

ÅPrimary data collection (in-house / collaboration 

/ contracting)

ÅResearch Facilitation / support

ÅKnowledge exchange

ÅSmall research grants



Restoration and recovery of  

Sphagnum on degraded 

blanket bog

Angus Rosenburgh

Division of  Biology & Conservation Ecology

Manchester Metropolitan University



Rapidly Responding Catchments!



www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk

Communication Innovation?



Volunteer Monitoring Project

A long-term programme of volunteer 

monitoring projects across the moorlands 

of the South Pennines (Peak District) to:

- provide reliable data and information 

sharing to establish the current state and 

future change in condition of our 

moorlands and the benefits they provide 

to us

- engage with a diverse section of 

communities of interest to foster a sense 

of ownership, value and understanding of 

ótheirô moorlands.



The public cost of not restoring 

our upland peat

Bamford Water treatment works



Monitoring

Partnership innovation



Measuring manual dipwells

Automated dipwells 

Water samples

Upper Mersey catchment

Derbyshire Derwent catchment



South Pennine Moors Research 

and Monitoring Coordination Group

ÅBrings together organisations working in the South 
Pennines:

ïYorkshire Peat Partnership

ïRSPB Dovestones

ïUnited Utilities

ïUniversity of Manchester

ïNational Trust - Marsden Moor and Dark Peak Estates

Share ideas, methodologies, protocols ïwill enable all of 
us to get the maximum use from our data.



ÅSouth Pennine Moors 

Research and 

Monitoring 

Coordination Group

óAshopô / Bamford working 

Group??

ÅSouth Pennine Moors 

GeoNetwork

Coordination / partnership working

Knowledge management Innovation


