Report for the British Ecological Society

“Woodland Reserves in the Eastern Czech Republic”
A short meeting of the BES

1-7 May 2006, Czech Republic

Organised by:

Radim Hédl
Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Science, Brno, Czech Republic
e-mail: rhe@centrum.cz

The group in the Salajka Reserve, from left to right: Woody Li (Taiwan), Péter Szabd
(Hungary), Scott McG. Wilson (UK), Milan arnik (CZ , guide), Gathorne Cranbrook (UK),
Emma Goldberg (UK), Lars Drdssler (Germany), Jeremy Dagley (UK), Andreas Mdlder
(Germany)

Participants:

Jeremy Dagley, Conservation Manager, Epping Forest, City of London, UK

Lars Drossler, Institute of Silviculture, Universtity of Goéttingen, Germany

Gathorne Earl of Cranbrook, Glemham House, Great Glemham, UK

Emma Goldberg, Forestry and Woodland Officer, English Nature, Peterborough, UK
Andreas Molder, Institute of Silviculture, Universtity of Géttingen, Germany

Woody Li, Institute of Botany and Zoology, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Péter Szabo, ELTE Dept. of Medieval and Postmedieval Archaeology, Budapest, HU
Scott McG. Wilson, Consultant Forester and Forest Ecologist, Aberdeen, Scotland, UK
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Presentations
(Monday 1 May — Tuesday 2 May)

Monday, 1 May
Arrival and informal welcome meeting in Brno.

Tuesday, 2 May

Presentations session
Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Science, Po i i 3b, 603 00 Brno.

9.30-9.50: Radim Hédl : ,Forest vegetation types and typification systems in the Czech
Republic.”

- Radim gave a 13-slide PowerPoint presentation on the beech forest types in the Czech
Republic, focusing on methodology and basic results of two widely used classification
systems, phytosociology and forestry typology.

9.50-10.10 Karel Boublik : “The role of Fagus sylvatica in the climax vegetation of the Czech
Republic.”

- Karel gave a 20-slide PowerPoint presentation on the beech in the Czech Republic,
showing it as the naturally dominating tree in a range of altitudes and ecological conditions.

10.10-10.30 Péter Szabé : “Historical woodland management in Central Europe.”

- Péter gave a 14-slide PowerPoint presentation introducing what we know about the past
woodland management in Hungary, and compared this with somewhat worse known
situation in the Czech lands.

10.30-11.00: discussion and coffee break

11.00-11.20 Andreas Mdélder : “Structure of understorey vegetation in deciduous forests with
contrasting tree species diversity (investigation area: Hainich National Park, Thuringia,
Germany).”

- Andreas gave a 24-slide PowerPoint presentation reporting on a research in forests in
Thuringia, focused on ecology, vegetation diversity and performance of plant life forms.

11.20-11.40 Lars Dro ler: ,Canopy gaps in two virgin beech forest reserves (Kyjov and
Havesova) in Slovakia.”

- Lars gave a 15-slide PowerPoint presentation talking about the results of his doctoral
thesis, concerning the age-stucture and canopy gaps of two East-Slovakian beech forest
reserves.

11.40-12.00 Scott McG. Wilson : “Assessing vulnerability to drought-induced stress in
planted and semi-natural beech woodlands in Great Britain — indications from increment
cores and canopy architecture.”

- Scott gave a 56-slide PowerPoint presentation on future prospect of the British beechwoods
in the light of the future climatic changes, namely the temperature increase.

12.00-12.30: discussion and coffee break

12.30-12.50: Emma Goldberg : “Climate Change and its impacts on beech woodland in
England: implications for nature conservation.”

- Emma presented a 21-slide PowerPoint presentation based on work of Sonia Wesche,
concerning the conservation strategies in beechwoods on several sites in England,
potentially affected by a climate change.



12.50-13.10 Jeremy Dagley : ,Epping Forest's Beech woodland - pollution research and
other work on ancient Beech trees.”

- Jeremy gave a 55-slide PowerPoint presentation on the various aspects of the Epping
Forest such as trees, ecological conditions, conservation activities etc.

13.10-13.30 Klement RejSek : ,Main soil units of forested sites in eastern parts of the Czech
Republic.”

- Klement introduced us the main soil types of the sites we were going to visit in the coming
days.

Guests giving a presentation, not going to the field excursions:

Klement RejSek, Institute of Geology and Pedology, Mendel Unniversity of Agriculture and
Forestry, Brno, CZ

Karel Boublik, Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Sciences, Pr honice, CZ



Field excursions
(Wednesday 3 May — Sunday 7 May)

The excursions were serviced by a small bus, the accommodation was provided in
guesthouses. This was arranged by a travel agency (CK Ciao, eské Bud jovice, CZ); see
Appendix 1.

Map of the Czech Republic
showing the areas visited
(numbering used throughout
the text)

Wednesday 3 May

Moravsky kras (Map: 1)

Habr vecka bu ina Reserve
D inova Reserve

One-day excursion to a karst area north from Brno. Our guide was Martin Svéatek from the
Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry in Brno, who is the author of a report
describing and analysing the current situation of the woodland reserves in the University’'s
Forest Enterprise, comprising the Moravsky kras and surroundings.

Field excursion East and NE from Brno

Three-and-half day excursion to five different mountainous areas in the eastern Czech
Republic. Originally planned visits to danicky les and Ch iby Mts. (Map: 2), and Ostravsko
(Map: 5) were skipped in favour of the other areas.



Thursday 4 May

Bilé Karpaty (The White Carpathians) (Map: 3)
ertoryje Reserve

The Southernmost of the visited areas, it is relatively driest and warmest, adjacent with its
southern slopes to the Vah river and south Slovakan lowlands (Danube basin). A rich and
remarkable area by its flora with many Pannonian elements. We made a whole-day visit to

ertoryje Nature Reserve, a complex of wooded meadows. Our guide was Dr. Ilvana
Jongepierova from the Bilé Karpaty Landscape Protected Area.

Friday 5 May

Hostynské vrchy and Javorniky Mts (Map: 4, W part)
Smrduta Reserve

er ava Reserve
Razula Reserve

Located north from Bilé Karpaty; the both areas belong to the most beautiful examples of
Western Carpathians middle-mountains, reaching about 1000 m a.s.l. We visited three
nature reserves, all of them being best-preserved beech forests. Our guide wias Dr. Martin
Dan_&k from the Department of Botany, Palacky University in Olomouc, an outstanding local-
born botanist.

Saturday 6 May

Beskydy Mts (Map: 4, NE part)
Salajka Reserve
Mazak Reserve

North and north-east from Javorniky, mountain ranges reaching over 1300 m a.s.l., mostly
covered by spruce plantations and beech forests. We visited two reserves, Salajka and
Mazak. Our guide was Milan arnik from the Institute of the Forestry Research in Frydek
Mistek, one of the best local experts to forests. In the evening, we moved west to the
Jeseniky Mts.

Sunday 7 May

Jeseniky Mts (Map: 6)
Jeleni bu ina Reserve

Second highest moutains in the country, reaching nearly 1500 m. Half-day visit to Jeleni
bu ina (“Stag's Beechwood”) Reserve. At noon, had to leave to reach Brno at 2 pm, because
some of us have to catch their flights.



Moravsky kras, Habr vecka bu ina Reserve, 3 May 2006

CEE iy

Scott Wilson, Lars Dréssler and Gathorne Cranbrook listening to Martin Svatek introducing
his work in this forest.

Interior of the beech forest



Bilé Karpaty, ertoryje Reserve, 4 May 2006

Walk in the ertoryje; from left: Lars Dréssler, Scott Wilson, lvana Jongepierova, Gathorne
Cranbrook, Andreas Molder, Emma Goldberg, unrecognized person and Zbyn k Piro.

Landscape of the ertoryje wooded meadow.



Hostynské vrchy, Smrdutd and er ava Reserves, 5 May 2006

Emma Goldberg and Martin Dan ak observing the forest floor
(Corydalis intermedia) in Smrduta

Interior of the Carpathian beech forest, er ava.



Javorniky, Razula Reserve, 5 May 2006

A Carpathian species Dentaria glandulosa in the forest herb layer.

Emma, Lars and one of the firs
(Abies alba) in Razula



Beskydy, Salajka and Mazak Reserves, 6 May 2006

Young firs (Abies alba) being protected against the deer browsing in Salajka.

Forests of Mazak, leaves still unfolded after this year's extreme winter.
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Jeseniky, Jeleni bu ina Reserve, 7 May 2006

Young sprouts of a beechwood fern Gymnocarpium dryopteris.

Interior of the Jeleni bu ina beech forest.
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Appendix 1
List of participants on the field excursion:

Scott McG. Wilson
Andreas Molder

Péter Szabo

Lars Drossler

Jeremy Dagley

Emma Goldberg

Woody Li

Gathorne Cranbrook
Radim Hédl

Miroslav Lom — the driver

Accommodation:

hotel Rad jov 4.5.-5.5. 2006
Lu ina 400

696 67 Rad jov

Tel.: 518 3375 33

Mobil: 736 624 466

Penzion Skolka 5.5. - 6.5. 2006
Leskové, Velké Karlovice

Tel.: 568 844 666

Mobil: 724 022 483

Hotel Koliba 6.5. — 7.5. 2006
Ludvikov 112

Vrbno pod Prad dem

Tel.: 554 751 777

Mobil: p. Zv d lik 777 556 940

Accommodation for the driver, 3.5. —4.5. 2006 in B  rno:

Penzion U Dole al
Buzkova 44

Brno — idenice
tel.: 548 216 385

Contacts:

Mr. Heédl 777 292 243
Mr. Lom (the driver) 603 730 356
Price:

5,660,- CZK (135 GBP) per person included 3 x accommodation in 2-bed rooms,
3 x breakfast, the bus service throughout the whole excursion.



