BRITISH ECOLOGICAL FELLOWSHIP

GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FORM

Overview

The British Ecological Society (BES) Overseas Fellowship scheme provides grants for ecologists in developing countries to carry out innovative ecological research. The Fellowship scheme is continuation funding aimed at building on the potential of the best candidates to come out of the Overseas Bursary stage.

Fellowship grants are for up to £15,000 with a maximum duration of 36 months. The grant will support work arising from a successful Overseas Bursary. Limited in-country travel and part of the applicant's salary can be applied for. In addition to this, using the help of the scientific advisors already established as a result of the bursary stage, Fellows have the option of spending some time in centres outside of their research countries, gaining access to special facilities, libraries, seminars and conferences or temporarily attaching themselves to research groups. The grant cannot be used to pay for study for higher degrees, however research work being carried out inside of or external to higher degree courses can be applied for provided the eligibility criteria are still satisfied. It is expected that the applicant will already have a link with an ecologist in centres outside of their research-base country, though if further help is needed to create further links then the BES will assist in the process. Successful applicants will receive free membership of the BES and a free subscription to one of its journals for the duration of the project.

Eligibility

Applicants for a BES Fellowship Grant must satisfy the following criteria:

· Applicant must have previously been awarded a BES Overseas Bursary grant.

· Not use the Fellowship grant to fund a higher degree. (e.g PhD)

· Be collaborating at a university or research institution (including field centers, NGOs, museums etc.) that provides basic research facilities, with a project that is designed to be done in a developing country.

· All Overseas Bursary award winners can apply for a Fellowship grant as long as they have provide a final report between 18 months and 24months after the date of their award. If reasons are provided the Overseas bursary holder can delay applying for a Fellowship grant up to one year after their final report has been received. Applicants may only apply once for a Fellowship Grant.

· Applicant must be a citizen of an African or African associated island country.

Fellowship applications will be judged by a panel of assessors on their scientific quality, novelty and the feasibility, as well as the strategic importance of the planned research.

Countries

Africa and its associated islands.

Application process

Applications will be considered on an annual basis, with a deadline of September the 1st. Applications must be submitted electronically to the BES using the following application form. Applications will only be accepted in English. 

All applications will be acknowledged and those meeting the criteria for eligibility will be reviewed by a panel of assessors. Applicants will be advised of the outcome within two months of the deadline.  Applications submitted to the BES will not be returned to the applicant.

Applications must be accompanied by a statement of support from the in-country host institution, and a similar statement of supporting letter also listing any costs to be claimed by the outside of country host institute which must be submitted to the BES by the grant deadline.  The in-country host statement should include why the project is important, what support they will give to the applicant during the project and a statement that any equipment bought for the project will be made available for anyone in the home country host institution to conduct ecological research. 

Research Areas
Funding is for innovative ecological research.  Examples of possible research areas include plant-animal interactions, restoration ecology, microbial ecology, ecological processes and community ecology.  

Specific exclusions are the transfer of already-existing technology and bio prospecting.  Research on agriculture, forestry will not normally be considered unless the work contains a strong ecological emphasis.  Survey work may only be considered for funding where it can be clearly shown that it is needed as preliminary work for a longer-term research project.  

The proposed project could be part of an existing program but the application should be for a clearly defined piece of research.  Researchers must also ask themselves how their research will affect, or be affected by, local ecological and socio-economic conditions where the research is likely to be implemented.

Bursary Agreement:

When an application is approved a formal agreement is made between the BES, the bursary holder and the institution (or similar authority) of the bursary holder.  The bursary can be transferred partly or entirely to the bursary holder's institution reasons for transferring directly to the applicant's bank account need to be provided before this can occur.  The in-country host institution undertakes to administer the bursary and provide laboratory space and other facilities necessary for the project. Upon completion of the project, any equipment bought for the project has to be made available for anyone in the host institution to conduct ecological research. The equipment is not the property of the bursary holder.  

Those awarded a bursary must supply the BES with financial statements as detailed in the application guidelines, as well as project reports on an annual basis. 

The BES does not claim rights to any publications, inventions, or patents arising out of a grant.  However, the bursary holder must keep the BES informed of any such application of the research results. The BES must be acknowledged in any publications resulting from the research and be sent copies of the publications. 

Guidelines

Applications must be made on the form attached to this document.  Applications must be submitted electronically, unless a strong case for paper submission is made to the BES well before the deadline.  The guidelines must be strictly adhered to, regardless of application format.

· Applications must be typed

· Applications must be in English only. Please do not exceed the space provided on the form.  

· Do not include attachments or appendices except for the statement of support from the host institutions and additional information for section 7.1 

The numbers below correspond to the section numbers of the application form.

1. The Applicant

If you have several given names please give only one in full and use initials for the others.  Underline the name under which you publish.  Give the full postal address of where you work in the order: department, faculty or institution, university, PO Box or street address, city, country

1.5 Unless there are exceptional circumstances, candidates are expected to be registered for a PhD, or to have a PhD. Any such circumstances should be described in the application.
2. The Research Project

2.1 Please keep the title short and simple.  The title should clearly state the objectives of the proposed project.

2.2 Give a short summary (maximum 150 words) of the proposed project, sufficiently informative for other ecologists in your ecological field.  Considerable attention should be given to the preparation of this item and it is recommended that you write this last. 

2.3 Please give the total amount requested from the BES in UK Sterling (£).

3. Signatures and host institution statement

Applications on paper must have both signatures. Applications submitted electronically must contain scanned images of both signatures, and be accompanied by a statement of support from the in country and where relevant overseas host institutions.  This statement should say why the project is important, what support they will give to the applicant during the project and a statement that any equipment bought for the project will be made available for anyone in the host institution to conduct ecological research.  

4. Present position

Provide information about your present position.  Be as specific as possible about the research areas you are working in and your responsibilities.

5. Publications and research experience

5.1 List all your major publications from the previous 2 years, especially those relating to your proposed research project, giving authors, title of the article, name of the journal or book, year of publication and page numbers. 

5.2 Describe your results and relevant experience related to the proposed research project.

6. Proposed research project

6 Define the scientific problem that the proposal seeks to address.  Indicate the relevance of the research in relation to national priorities or in a regional context and mention, if any, economic, social or environmental benefits or consequences of the research project. If project is taking a new direction to the Overseas Bursary Stage, state how and reasons for this.

6.1 Describe the specific (short-term) objectives of the project and how they relate to the general (long-term) objectives)

7. Experimental design and data analysis

7 You are advised to contact a biometrician during the planning stage of the project to ensure that the experimental design will allow appropriate statistical analysis and interpretation of the data that will be collected.

7.1 Provide details of your experimental design, including references to relevant literature from which you take your experimental design and statistical methods, statistical methods to be used, and a sketch of site plan or layout of project showing treatments and replications

8. Health & safety

You must consider the risks to the health and safety of those involved in the project and how these risks are to be minimised.   You should state how safety regulations will be implemented.

9. Research plan 

The research plan is the main part of the proposal.  It should be directed to specialists in the field.  It should state the start date and the research period (up to a maximum of 36 months), giving clear reasons for proposed length of research work.  Do not repeat information already given in sections 1 to 8 of the form.  Describe in full detail what will be done (observation work, field trials, laboratory experiments, etc) and how it will be done, including the following points:

· Methods and activities to be carried out to solve the problems and answer the questions stated in section 8.3.  Which parameters will be studied and which measurements will be taken, which data will be collected and how.

· Criteria for choosing sites and samples, sampling methods and sample sizes, Latin names of species.

10. Scientific contacts

State those aspects of your proposed work which will benefit from these contacts; both existing ones and those you wish to establish. State clearly which of these is envisaged to be your day-to-day supervisor. Provide contact emails for him/her.

10.2 If you choose one of the Journal subscriptions you will receive it by hard copy and will be given instruction on how to access all the current BES online Journals, if you select e-journals then you will have online access to all of the current and archive BES journals. 

See http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/articles/publications/journals/electronic/#ejournals.

11. Facilities and funding

11 List here the equipment and facilities necessary for the work that will be provided by the institution/s where work will be carried out.  This is important for a proper evaluation of your application.  Spare parts, accessories or consumables for equipment may be requested if necessary.  The use of equipment included in this list must be agreed upon by the Head of Institution and this is implicit in his/her signature in section 3.2.  

11.1 List any other funds (national and international) that you or your institution have obtained or applied for in the area of the proposed research project.  State funding organisation, amounts, date of approval and length of funding period.  There are no restrictions on applying to external funders, only that equipment and labour are not double funded.

12 Justification for requested budget items

Describe the purpose and function of the items listed in section 13.  Justify their need in relation to the research plan.  Indicate here governmental/official rates for 13.4 and 13.7.

13. Estimated budget for the proposed research period

Section 13 is also to be kept by Fellowship awardees to be used when providing budget breakdowns at each reporting stage.

The total budget requested from the BES cannot exceed GBP 20,000.  

13.1 The subtotal of items under 13.1, equipment, cannot normally exceed 1/4 of the total budget.  Equipment is considered as those items that have an individual cost of GBP 500 or more and a life span of more than three years.  State manufacturer and model/type if known. Consult, if possible, a senior technician for advice on the most appropriate equipment. Receipts for these items need to be obtained and submitted with the reports and budgets signed by supporting institute.

13.2 List categories of expendable supplied (glassware, reagents, etc) and give a cost estimate for each category.

13.3 List categories of literature (books, reprints and photocopies) or documentation, and give a cost estimate for each category.  Literature searches may be included.

13.4 Local travel costs (for sample collection, field visits, etc) may be requested.  Give destination and means of travel.

13.5 International travel costs for applicants choosing to visit an organisation or Institute outside of their country of research. The out of research country Institutes supporting letter will be compared with entries in this and section 13.6. However relevant additional items that they may not have accounted for in this letter such as ticket prices can be added.

13.6 Best estimate of costs of international accommodation, transport costs and other foreseen necessary research costs such as gaining access to special facilities, libraries, seminars and conferences or temporarily attaching yourself to research group. Up to £500 can be budgeted for subsistence costs per month.

13.7 Requests can be made for the cost of the applicant's salary, a research assistant's salary or the cost of a replacement whilst the applicant is working on the project.

13.8 Please identify any additional items

13.81 “Head of Supporting Institute or Scientific advisor” – are required to be filled in only when this section is used in supporting project reports. This is to confirm that the expenditure has occurred as described. 

Checklist-

· Out of research country host institutes letter included alongside this application, agreeing to hosting you and a breakdown of the costs involved including where applicable estimates of accommodation and other host-country costs. 
· Ethnic and Gender monitoring form
or
· The above letter is to be sent directly to the BES by the Out of research country host institute. (this can be after the application, but must be received by the BES before the application deadline in order for the application to be seen as complete)
· In country host institutes statement of support

· All relevant sections filled in. (except 13.81, which has to be filled in at reporting stages only)

BRITISH ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY FELLOWSHIP SCHEME

APPLICATION FORM

Please type within the boxes and do not amend the box sizes.   Do not exceed the space provided on the form. 

Do not include attachments or appendices except for the statement of support from the in and out of country host institutions. Follow the attached guidelines.  Mail or email the form to the BES.  (Email preferable)

	1.1 Title, full name and contact address (underline the name under which you publish):
      Nationality -

	1.2  Telephone (including area code) Landline:                                                              Fax (including area code):
                                                 Mobile:

                                                            Email:

	1.3 Name and address of in-country host institution. (if different from above):



	1.4 Name and address of European host institution (Department and/or relevant contact if known and if different from 1.1)



	1.5 Have you registered for a doctoral thesis and in what.

	2.1. Title of project and start date:


	2.2  Short summary of the project (not exceeding 150 words):



	2.3. Total amount (£) requested from the BES: 

	3.1 Date and Signature, Applicant:



	3.2 This application is approved and the facilities of the institution including personnel, building, equipment and financial resources will be provided to the applicant in accordance with the specifications of the proposal.  (Applications must be accompanied by a separate statement of support from the host institution)

Date and Signature, Head of Institution:




	4. Present position:

  Employer:                                                                         

  Position:

  Starting date:

  Permanent or Temporary:

  Number of staff supervised by you:

  Researchers       Graduate Students       Technicians

  In case of approval of a Bursary, amount of time devoted to:

  Research %          Teaching %                  Administration %


	Research areas and responsibilities:



	5 . List your publications in the past two years



	5.1 How does this research proposal build on or add to your Overseas Bursary research work (stating problems that have/will be addressed):



	6. Present status of scientific knowledge - references to relevant literature:



	6.1 Objectives of the research project, scientific hypothesis and expected output: 



	7 Have you contacted a biometrician to discuss the project.  If so, please give name and address



	7.1 Experimental design - references to relevant literature from which you take your experimental design and statistical methods, statistical methods to be used, sketch of site plan or layout of project showing treatments and replications:



	

	

	8. What are the risks to the health and safety of those involved in the project and how are these risks to be minimised?



	9. Research plan:



	9. Research plan (continued):



	10 Relevant scientific contacts already established by you with ecologists in your host country, the UK and other European countries (give names, full addresses/contacts and field of specialisation stating if they are aware of this application, and who will be your day to day supervisor):



	10.1 Additional scientific contacts you want to establish with ecologists in the UK and other European countries (give names, full addresses/contacts and field of specialisation if known):



	10.2 If you were to be awarded a Fellowship grant which one of these five BES journal subscriptions would you like to receive free of charge:

Journal of Ecology                 □      Functional Ecology                   □
Journal of Animal Ecology     □      eJournals (current and archive issues)        □
Journal of Applied Ecology    □


	11 Facilities (localities and equipment) available for the research project:



	11.1 Other funding available for the research project:



	12 Justification for requested budget items (especially if any duplication of equipment from Overseas Bursary stage):




	13. Estimated Budget for the proposed research project
	Amount (GPB) £

	13.1 Equipment (please specify and describe each item):


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Estimated freight charges, insurance, tax for items to be imported
	

	                                                                                                                                                                              Subtotal
	£

	13.2 Expendable supplies (In-country):


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Estimated freight charges, insurance, tax for items to be imported
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                 Subtotal
	£

	13.3 Literature, documentation and information:


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                 Subtotal
	£

	13.4 Local travel:



	

	
	

	
	£

	13.5 International Travel (Including multiple-entry visa) 
	

	
	

	
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                 Subtotal
	£

	13.6 International accommodation, meals, subsistence and registration costs e.t.c (attach supporting institutes letter containing cost estimations) 


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Subtotal
	£ 

	13.7 Wages:


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                 Subtotal
	£ 

	13.8 Other costs (please specify): 


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                 Subtotal
	£

	                                                                                                                                                                          TOTAL GPB
	£

	13.81 For BES reporting stage. Head of Supporting Institute or Scientific advisor signature confirming budget expenditure.
	Signature:                                                    Date:


1
1  


