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WELCOME

2023 was the first year
of our new strategic plan.

Some of our ambitions will be familiar.
The BES continues to shine a spotlight
on ecology through our internationally
renowned journals; we continue to bring
ecologists from different disciplines
together, taking evidence from the field
and lab to the heart of government;

and we continue to support our global
membership in over 120 countries.

But there are new ambitions, backed
by a £2.7 million investment.

An ecological understanding of the
world has never been more pivotal to
the future of life on Earth. Our landmark
report published this year, The Future
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of Ecological Research, articulates

a clear vision for how ecology can help
humanity respond to the biodiversity
and climate crises.

It was therefore sobering to launch our
second major report this year that set out
in stark terms how ecological research

is significantly underfunded in the UK
compared to other areas of research.

If we are to meet our international
commitments to restore biodiversity,
funding the science that furthers our
understanding of the natural world
should be seen as an investment.

) Nown—

Ecologists study the
interactions of living things
and their environment,
sharing understanding of
these critical ecosystems as
they are now — and how they
may change in the future.

WE ARE

EVIDENCE-LED
BOLD
INCLUSIVE
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UR GOALS

. Deepening understanding of the living

world by advancing ecology

Putting ecology at the heart of political
decision-making

Nurturing a growing community that
is strong, equitable and collaborative

Celebrating the wonder of ecology
to excite, encourage and support
the next generation

. Becoming more sustainable and leading

the way in best practice

IN 2022 WE INVESTED £4.52M IN FOSTERING ECOLOGY

Publications

‘ Income
£5 39 M Subscriptions
- M Donations

M Investment
Other

B Conferences

‘ Publications 2.22m

. [ Conferences 0.71m
Expenditure
B Engagement 0.35m

£4 % Education 0.57m
n

[ Research 0.31m
Policy 0.31m
M Investment fees 0.06m

90"

of our carbon budget is
spent on ‘additionality’—
we invest in projects like
restoring the peatlands
at Cashel Forest Trust
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Grants were also awarded to innovative projects
promoting ecology to a wider audience:

Wild Things: using improvised comedy to explore
and communicate biodiversity conservation
‘ ” ‘Hort-Ecology’: exploring connections

within gardening and ecological science

m the BES not only helped Not on.ly b9ats: t.he wonderful world
. , of marina-inhabitants
and partlclpate H Butterﬂy And nearly 80 PhD students and postgraduate

1's Ninth International researchers were awarded Training and Travel
grants to attend courses and conferences where
] bUt also gave e the they could present their research.
In 2023, the BES invested w 0 apply for other grants
over £ 500,000, fu.ndlng aIld Uttaran Bandyopadhy from the Wildlife Institute of India used the N TR T TEL G e, he
supporting 150 students and funding to monitor bat responses ~ Norwegian University of Science
to habitat change in Ghana. and Technology was awarded
IeseaIChel_’S from I10IE than The funding supported 20 a Large Research Grant to study
30 countries across the world. students to carry out monitoring the historic population structure
il e et i e e and Evans will continue to use and foraging ecology of fin whales
et e TAETEERE T € (s % OF FUNDING ALLOCATED the equipment purchased to train  in the North Atlantic during the
natural world f[l EACH GRANT SCHEME interested students in the future. Industrial Revolution.
o @ ing ne s e e | @stieae 7 “The BES'’s support has been Dr Erola Fenollosa from the
ST G e EreleE 6F A Small Research 27 transformative, providing me University of Oxford was
whales, to investigating changes in plant Ecologists in Africa 26 Wlth tilfe ;n eans t(;lconduct ¢ gwaﬁi gd the BI;E S JoI;n L Hzrper
our funding advances ecological science. Training and Travel 8 . . g g .
community, and engage metabolism as a response
with wider audiences’’ to disturbance.
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Every year, the calibre of
images for our Capturing
Ecology competition
grows, as do the threats
to species they depict.

We want Capturing Ecology to be
a celebration of our planet’s vast
tapestry of life, not its memorial.
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OUR POLICY
WORK

Influencing the UK governments

Better understanding of the ecological evidence means better decisions
are made for biodiversity, as well as climate mitigation and adaptation.
The BES bring together academics, government departments,
landowners and environmental NGOs to help ensure that relevant
government policies address the increasing pressures on the UK's
wildlife and landscapes. Working with academics and practitioners,
we create reports and briefings on key environmental policy areas,
including nature-based solutions, protected areas, regenerative
agriculture and COP meetings. Our policy fellowships —

where early career researchers are placed in agencies across

the nations — puts ecologists into the heart of government.
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NOVEMBER 2023

Workshop with Defra discusses biodiversity
metrics to use in the new water catchment plans

Policy Guide to Wales published

OCTOBER

Pie and Pint event on prioritising
conservation approaches informs

the consultation on the new Scottish
Biodiversity Strategy Implementation Plan.

SEPTEMBER

Access to Nature public survey launches —
results to be presented to Defra in 2024

Rewilding policy training event with
the University of Hull

APRIL

With the Vincent Wildlife Trust, training given

to undergraduates from the University of Aberystwyth,
along with local landowners, local authorities,

Natural Resources Wales and eNGOs

MAY

Consultation response on Net Benefit
for Biodiversity in Wales

Policy webinar with the Civil Servant
Climate and Environment network
attended by nearly 150 from the civil
service community and academia

JUNE

JULY

Policy training workshop for the
Macroecology Special Interest Group

AUGUST

MARCH

Panel discussion on ethical fieldwork and how
to avoid ‘helicopter science’

‘Caffi Ecology’ event hosted in Cardiff
on Net Benefits for Biodiversity

FEBRUARY

Protected areas evidence
submitted to the Office for
Environmental Protection

JANUARY 2023

DECEMBER 2022

Nearly 130 civil servants and academics join a webinar
with the Civil Servant Climate and Environment
network focusing on protected areas
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YOUR BES

Ecology is a welcoming and
inclusive discipline. We strive
as a Society to celebrate our
diverse voices and to nurture

a love of ecology from first steps
through to a lifelong career.

From Connecting Schools with Nature,

where our team worked with over 70 schools
in the north east of England giving grants
and sharing expertise on how to encourage
wildlife, through to the legendary four-day
Annual Meeting attracting delegates and
exhibitors from all over the world, the pictures
here tell a story of the curiosity, generosity,
passion and fun shared over 2022-23.
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thanks to the Connecting Schools

‘ \J/ North-England schools go green
to Nature project

Wet weather won't stop our fun!
The BES Undergraduate Summer
School continues in all weather

Science is seen up close as
a BES Summer School student

A collision of ideas across
generations at the BES Annual
Meeting 2022
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A sign of a hard day’s work at Laurel
Avenue Primary School as part of the
Connecting School’s to Nature project

A The Annual Meeting welcomes
the global scientific community

€ Summer School staff smiles
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